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LETTER lias been brought to our 
attention—evidently one of many 
sent to public libraries—from the pub- 
lisher of a book that has been reviewed 
in the Subscription Books Bulletin. In 
his letter the publisher features the fact 
that his book is “recommended” in the 
Bulletin, but he does not mention decid- 
edly important qualifications in the body 
of the review. This practice is common 
enough; we see it in the advertisements 
of trade books, of moving pictures and 





EDITORIAL 










plays. There is probably no way to pre- 
vent it unless actual mis-quotation takes 
place. 

We are gratified to know that our 
recommendation, even when half-hearted, 
is valued so highly, but we wish to cau- 
tion librarians against acceptance of the 
publisher’s interpretation of our reviews 
and to urge them to read the review in 
full for themselves and judge whether 
the works in question would meet their 
particular needs. 
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Subscription Books Bulletin 
in the Curriculum 


Familiarity with the Subscription 
Books Bulletin is an integral part of the 
new English course for junior and senior 
high schools in Minnesota. It appears as 
a part of the library instruction at the 
beginning of the course in the seventh 
grade and at the end of the course in the 
twelfth grade. 

Placing this valuable library tool in 
the seventh grade means that it is brought 
to the attention of all schools, rural and 
urban, when the study of ready reference 
books is entered upon. Its repetition in 
the twelfth grade stresses the importance 
of knowing where to find an evaluation 
of a set of books for the home library. 
The course is prepared with a view to 
furnishing young people with the sources 
of bibliographical knowledge. 

The State Department of Education 
lends copies of the Bulletin for class use, 
and all graded and high schools are ad- 
vised to subscribe for it as a regular peri- 
odical. 

The following note appears in the 
twelfth grade course: 

“Note: Before making a decision on 
any set of books, it is important to consult 
state and national lists and the Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin, which are on file 
in public and school libraries and the 
office of the State Library Division. 
These lists give evaluation and compar- 
isons. It is wise to investigate before in- 
vesting.” 

(Signed) Harriet A. Wood 

State Supervisor of School Libraries, 

Minnesota. 


Binding Suggestion 

In our last issue, October, 1933, we 
published a cumulative index to our first 
four volumes, 1930 to 1933. ‘This index 
includes references to publishers, editors, 
distributors, and titles, and to the many 
titles under which some publications 
that we have reviewed have appeared 
from time to time. We suggest that our 
subscribers bind volumes one to four to- 
gether, since the growing size of our in- 
dex will make it impossible to cumulate 
it every year. 


Reviews 


Applied electricity; a general refer- 
ence work on electrical principles, stor- 
age batteries, meters, electromagnets 
and coils, D.C. dynamos, controllers, 
management of A.C. machinery, arma- 
ture winding, household appliances, 
television, A.C. radio, transformers, 
transmission lines, distribution, hydro- 
electric machinery, small motors, elec- 
tric and arc welding, switchboards. 
rev. ed. 10v. Chicago, American Tech- 
nical Society, 1933. $29.80. 

This is a new edition of a work pub- 
lished in earlier editions under the titles 
Cyclopedia of applied electricity, Prac- 
tical electricity, and Electrical engineer- 
ing. A letter from the publisher volun- 
teers the following information: 

“The previous edition of this set was 
published in 1929 under the heading 
‘Electrical Engineering’ and consisted of 
8 volumes. Each volume in that set con- 
tained over 500 pages and we found that 
when used extensively the backbones 
tended to buckle. Therefore, in publish- 
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ing the new set, we increased the number 
of volumes to 10, making each volume 
less bulky. 

“In revising the set a great deal of old 
and antiquated material was eliminated 
and considerable new material was in- 
cluded, such as information on Televi- 
sion, Refrigeration, Meters, Household 
Appliances, etc. The pages in this new 
set do not total as many as in the old 8 
volume set. 

“Incidentally, the former 8 volume set 
retailed for $34.80 whereas the present 
set sells for only $29.80. Libraries are 
entitled to a 25% discount from this 
price. Once a set has been purchased we 
will supply individual volumes to replace 
stolen and mutilated books at a cost of 
$2.24 net.” 

The title gives a good idea of the set 
from the standpoint of content though to 
call it “a general reference work” con- 
siderably over-suggests its comprehen- 
siveness. 

As with other sets put out by this pub- 
lisher, the work consists of a number of 
texts of varying length, arbitrarily 
grouped into volumes. Each volume is 
provided with its own index, and the last 
volume includes a general index. The 
text is simply written and to that extent 
is well adapted to the needs of the home 
student. Its usefulness for systematic 
study is unfortunately limited by the un- 
systematic, not to say mixed-up, order of 
subjects and by certain curious omis- 
sions; for example, there is a section on 
the principles of alternating current 
motors, but none to correspond on direct 
current motors. 

Comparison with the preceding edition 
was difficult because the topical order had 


been so thoroughly altered as to give the 
momentary illusion of a completely re- 
vised work. Careful examination, how- 
ever, brought out the following facts: 
The ten volumes of the new edition 
contain only 2,918 pages of actual text 
as against 4,253 pages in the eight vol- 
umes of the 1929 edition—a decrease in 
subject matter of over 1300 pages, or a 
little more than 30 per cent. (The price 
has declined not quite 1414 per cent.) 
Texts which have been dropped from 
the 1929 edition and are not replaced by 
corresponding matter in the new are, 
among others: Power stations, Electric 
lighting, Applied electrochemistry, Elec- 
tric railways, Steam railway electrifica- 
tion, Principles of direct current motors, 
Design of direct current dynamos, and 
Design of small motors—the last a par- 
ticularly useful section. An extraordi- 
nary omission is that on the fundamental 
principles and practice of radio. To 
omit obsolete matter is thoroughly com- 
mendable, but with allowance for chang- 
ing points of view which require changed 
emphasis, the ignoring of important sub- 
jects by a work which pretends to some 
comprehensiveness can hardly be excused. 
New (not revised) texts include sev- 
eral short ones on electric power meas- 
urements and meters, comprising the 
bulk of volume II, on the dynamic 
speaker (radio) and on television (164 
pages). Sections which have had at least 
fairly important revisions or other 
changes are on Elementary circuits, 
(completely revised), Storage batteries 
(largely re-written), Electric household 
appliances, and Electric refrigeration 
(completely re-written and enlarged). 
The bulk of the work remains the 
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same, substantially or identically, as the 
1929 edition. Some of it goes back far- 
ther. Much of the information on weld- 
ing is reprinted from the 1920 edition, 
including cost figures. 

The set as a whole contains much us- 
able information for the home student 
with numerous and helpful diagrams. It 
represents a type of book which is really 
needed and not over-supplied. If the 
set is not perfect, fairness requires one 
to admit the great difficulties of publish- 
ing under present conditions. The offer 
to replace missing volumes deserves 
praise and imitation. 

On the other hand, if the publishers 
had deliberately meant to mislead pro- 
spective purchasers with what appeared 
to be a completely revised, expanded, up- 
to-date work, they would have scrambled 
and redivided their material exactly as 
they have done. It is to be hoped that 
they will see their way clear to provide, 
in their next edition, a work which will 
live up to its promise. As for the pres- 
ent edition, its very imperfect revision, its 
omission of important topics, and its poor 
arrangement demand a judgment of not 
recommended. 

Britannica home university. 

See Encyclopaedia Britannica in 
this issue. 

Builders of America, by Clifford 
Smyth. 24v. 354 Fourth Ave., New 
York, Funk and Wagnalls co., 1931. 
Cloth $15 ; fabricoid, $19.80. 

This is a set of short biographies of 
twenty-five famous figures in American 
history, from Columbus to Woodrow 
Wilson. The other “builders” whose 
lives are included are Cortez, Pizarro, 


John Smith, Henry Hudson, Roger Wil- 


liams, William Penn, LaSalle, Lewis 
and Clark (discussed together), Wash- 
ington, John Paul Jones, Franklin, John 
Adams, Hamilton, Jefferson, John Mar- 
shall, Jackson, Webster, Lincoln, Lee, 
Grant, Cleveland, and Theodore Roose- 
velt. The author, Clifford Smyth, was 
a former editor of the New York Times 
Book Review and of the Literary Digest 
International Book Review, and is at 
present literary adviser for Funk and 
Wagnalls company. 

Comparing this series with the Amer- 
ican statesmen, whose thirty odd volumes 
run from Franklin to McKinley, we find 
only nine biographies in common. 
Whereas the volumes of the older set 
were written by professional historians 
and statesmen, and are to some extent 
documented, the volumes of Builders of 
America have no references to author- 
ities, and have been written by one man. 
This does not mean, however, that it is 
not a useful set. A single author, briefly 
surveying several centuries can perhaps 
see all his characters in better proportion 
and perspective than can a group of spe- 
cialists in limited fields. The facts pre- 
sented are accurate and the style is clear 
and readable, with an occasional touch 
of anecdote. There is little psycholog- 
ical analysis of character and no attempt 
at “de-bunking.” 

The volumes are all under 200 pages 
in length, and are well printed and 
attractively bound. They are neither 
illustrated nor indexed, but each volume 
is followed by a brief chronology of its 
contents. 

The chief use of this set is to stimulate 
an interest in some of the men who have 
been makers of America, and these brief 
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accounts may well be used as stepping- 
stones to the fuller and in some cases mon- 
umental, biographies which exist for 
many of them. It also appears to fulfil 
the author’s purpose as stated in his gen- 
eral introduction found in the first vol- 
ume, ‘“‘to teach American history through 

American biography.” For those who 

want vivid outlines, presented in popu- 

lar style, at a reasonable price, the set 
is recommended. 

Character training through story, 
study, work and play: by Joseph B. 
Egan. Wellesley Hills, Mass., Welles 
publishing co., n.d. $5. 

The following review is based on ex- 
amination of book one. 

The book jacket states that this volume 
is prepared as a supplement to the Egan 
Monthly Journal of Character Training, 
which makes constant reference to it. 
It is intended as a handbook for teachers 
and gives projects in connection with 
character training. The projects are 
arranged by month and the contents are 
as follows: An _ Introduction for 
Teachers; The Fundamental Code of 
Morals; The Inner Glow; The Happy 
Irritant; A Suggestion as to Method; 
The Crew System of Activity ; The Four 
Great Planes; The Year’s Work: Dom- 
inant Note, Law; September, Honesty an 
essential of Reliability; October, Self- 
Restraint, an essential of Obedience; 
November, Usefulness, an essential of 
Unselfishness; December, Power, an 
essential of Fair Play; January, Sharing, 
an essential of Kindness; February, 
Soundness, an essential of Good Work- 
manship; March, Beauty, an essential of 
Health; April, Resourcefulness, an es- 
sential of Self-Reliance; May, Coopera- 


tion, an essential of Team Work; June, 
Freedom, an essential of Self-Control. 

The introduction maintains that the 
important element in character building 
is emotional appeal, and that the book 
provides, through stories, games, music, 
etc., numberless avenues of approach to 
the child’s emotional nature. 

The stories used to illustrate various 
characteristics are moral, more so than 
those of the didactic writers, but without 
literary merit. The style is crude and 
sensational. Episodes narrated are inane 
and cheap and would fail to inspire. 
Many of the stories are cut off at the 
climax so that a discussion about the 
probable correct and moral conclusions 
may be interpolated. Projects such as 
Character Training Through the Craft 
of Dish Gardening are suggested and 
sentimental conversations between teacher 
and pupil are outlined. Not recom- 
mended. 

Cyclopedia of applied electricity. 
See review of Applied electricity in 
this issue. 
Electrical engineering. 
See review of Applied electricity in 
this issue. 
Encyclopaedia Britannica. 

W orld Today; Encyclopaedia Britan- 
nica; new and supplementary articles 
written by encyclopedia authors and pre- 
pared under the supervision of the Amer- 
ican editor of the Britannica. Vol. 1, 
no. 1, Oct., 1933. New York, Encyclo- 
paedia Britannica, Inc. 

The Britannica now offers to each 
purchaser of the encyclopedia one year’s 
membership in the Britannica Founda- 
tion, and to persons already owners of 
the Britannica equal privileges for the 
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price of $6 per year. Membership in the 
Foundation entitles one (a) to receive 
at least five times a year the Britannica 
Bulletin called The World Today; (b) 
to receive a spring back binder for pre- 
serving the bulletins; (c) to “call upon 
the editors of the encyclopedia by phone 
or letter, for personal assistance in the 
quest of information” ; (d) to receive any 
two of the Britannica Home University 
reading courses, eleven of which have 
been prepared (see below) ; (e) to take 
advantage of the Britannica bookshop 
service which allows a 10 per cent dis- 
count on all current books except text- 
books and offers various aids in selection 
of books; (f) to receive a Britannica 
Foundation certificate of membership 
which may be framed or tipped into a 
volume of the Britannica. 

The World Today, two issues of 
which have appeared to date, is designed 
to keep the reader abreast of happenings 
in a world which moves too swiftly for 
even the most frequently revised of en- 
cyclopedias. The first issue is a bulletin 
of sixty pages, of approximately the same 
size as the Britannica volumes. It is on 
the whole a creditable and interesting 
production. The articles, most of which 
are signed by well-known authorities, 
vary in length from slightly over four 
pages (Hoover administration), to a few 
inches (Inflation; its definition). They 
are concise, informative, well illustrated, 
and afford an excellent bird’s eye picture 
of the world of the last few years. Arti- 
cles appear on such timely subjects as 
Tennessee Valley authority (by Arthur 
E. Morgan) ; the camp for unemployed 
women (by Mrs. Franklin D. Roose- 
velt) ; N.R.A. (unsigned) ; the Chicago 


Fair (by Harvey Wiley Corbett). Sub- 
jects include recent advances in such 
fields as science, aviation, currency con- 
trol and contract bridge. The current 
political and economic situation in the 
United States, Germany, China and 
Russia naturally receives the greatest 
emphasis. Some of the articles include 
bibliographies, though these are few in 
number. Cross-references are used, re- 
ferring both to articles in the encyclo- 
pedia and to other pages in the bulletin 
itself. A useful feature is the fairly com- 
plete index, arranged in four columns 
and occupying a page and a half of the 
bulletin. It is to be hoped that a cumu- 
lative index will appear at the end of 
each volume. 

No definite statement is made by the 
publisher as to proposed frequency of 
publication. Issues “will appear just as 
often as they are called for. ... The aver- 
age will probably be about one every 
other month.” The contract calls for at 
least five during the year. 

The bulletin would undoubtedly be 
useful in libraries, where the demand 
from students and from casual inquirers 
for brief summaries of current affairs 
could be satisfied with the authoritative 
information here offered. However, 
libraries will be little attracted by other 
privileges offered by membership in the 
Foundation and the subscription price is 
high for an assured issue of only five 
bulletins per year. Most libraries will 
prefer to depend on two or three good 
weekly or monthly periodicals with their 
contents made accessible through the 
Readers’ Guide. The home purchaser of 
the Britannica will welcome the supple- 
mentary issues of the bulletin while they 
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come with his purchase membership. 
For both library and home willing to in- 
vest $6 per year in a reliable magazine 
dealing with current affairs the bulletin 
is recommended. 

BRITANNICA Home UNIVERSITY 
(Reading courses). New York, En- 
cyclopaedia Britannica. 50c each. (Any 
two offered free to new purchasers of the 
Encyclopaedia Britannica.) 

Courses published to date: English 
literature; American history; French 
revolution; Great men of history; Art 
through the ages; The home—interior 
decoration and gardens; Story of the 
stars; Story of Africa; American litera- 
ture; History of music; How to bring up 
children. 

This is a series of reading courses in- 
tended to direct the student to a balanced 
and organized use of the Encyclopaedia 
Britannica. ‘The courses vary in size 
from 26 to 48 pages, containing condensed 
summaries of the subject under discussion 
and based on longer articles in the en- 
cyclopedia. ‘They are attractive in ap- 
pearance, being of approximately the same 
size as the Britannica, excellently printed 
and copiously supplied with illustrations 
from the encyclopedia. Constant refer- 
ence is made by exact page citation to 
fuller treatment in the Britannica, but to 
no additional material, though the pub- 
lisher’s note accompanying each course 
calls attention to bibliographies which 
may be found in the encyclopedia. 

The courses are well arranged and 
even in themselves form fairly readable 
though sketchy treatments of the respec- 
tive subjects. For the owner of the larger 
work, who takes encyclopedia reading 
seriously, these guides would be of un- 


doubted assistance. Like the Britannica 
Booklets, reviewed in the Subscription 
Books Bulletin, January, 1933, they 
bring together references scattered under 
perhaps unsuspected headings (or at least 
many which would be overlooked) 
throughout the voluminous compendium. 
For instance, each group of outstanding 
characters treated at some length in 
Great men of history is followed by a list 
of from twelve to twenty additional 
names of celebrities whose biographies 
should be read. Many of these names 
would not occur to the reader (or the 
librarian) on the trail of famous rulers, 
patriots, conquerors, statesmen or .ex- 
plorers. The course on interior decora- 
tion refers to many articles which might 
be overlooked by the person attempting 
without guidance to study the subject 
with the Britannica as a textbook; e.g., 
vacuum cleaner, bed, desk, staircase, 
bath, etc. 

For library use the courses will be of 
little value, since few readers are willing 
to spend the required amount of time 
poring over library copies of encyclo- 
pedias. For the home purchaser with 
sufficient zeal to pursue the courses, as 
directed, through the many encyclopedia 
articles written with varying degrees of 
interest and excellence, the courses would 
prove helpful, and are recommended. 
It may be seriously questioned, however, 
whether, as claimed in each course, “the 
person who has gone through any one of 
them carefully, will find himself... as 
thoroughly posted as if he had taken a 
college course in the subject.” 
Foundation stones of success; ed.-in- 

chief, Edwin Markham. 10v. 318 

West Washington St., Chicago, 
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Howard-Severance co., and 205 
Monroe St., Chicago, Child Conser- 
vation League of America. c1917, 

1925, 1930. ports., illus. (Member- 

ship in a study group.) 

Contents: v. 1, Counsel to parents, by 
W. S. Hall and J. W. Hall. (Contains 
chapters on matrimony, parenthood, ma- 
ternity, care of child, clothing, food, 
home training, and also sex hygiene— 
advice to mothers on teaching this sub- 
ject. Included are impossible, didactic 
and formal conversations between 
mothers and children.) v. 2, Character 
building, by E. A. Sharpe and J. W. 
Hall. v. 3, Character building, by E. A. 
Sharpe. v. 4, Health and strength, by J. 
N. Gotha. (Teaching by stories and 
games.) v. 5, Social home, by Mrs. H. B. 
Linscott. (Games appropriate for old- 
fashioned church socials.) v. 6, One’s 
self and others, by A. H. Morton. 
(Etiquette, with a chapter on language 
and expression, which omits many prob- 
lems that bother young people of today.) 
v. 7, Finding one’s place in life, by Meyer 
Bloomfield. (Vocational guidance which 
ignores present economic conditions.) 
v. 8, Literature and character, by Ada 
Rice. (A collection of short selections, 
some adapted. They are arranged under 
subjects, such as, Nursery, Play, Nature 
lore, Fairy tale, Work, Heroism, Ad- 
venture, Patriotism, History and biog- 
raphy, and Religion.) v. 9, Heroism 
and service, by M. E. Hoss. (Short 
selections from the works of Jane Ad- 
dams, E. A. Steiner, Edwin Markham, 
W. T. Grenfell, Frances E. Willard, 
Thomas A. Edison, Booker T. Washing- 
ton, Susan B. Anthony, Luther Burbank, 
Mary Antin, Louis Pasteur, Helen 


Keller, and other idealists.) v. 10, Mak- 
ing of a citizen, by E. A. Sharpe. (Prin- 
ciples of Civil government from a moral 
standpoint.) Analytical index to the ten 
volumes. 

These volumes are sold to groups of 
women organized into study clubs on 
child training. The groups are organ- 
ized as “Circles” of the Child Conserva- 
tion League of America, the president 
of which is Dr. Winfield Scott Hall, and 
the secretary, Mrs. Judith A. Henry. 
Membership sells for $13.00, less a dis- 
count of $1.20 if paid in 30 days. These 
dues may be paid in 50c monthly instal- 
ments. Each study group is given one 
set of the books described above for text- 
books and an accompanying chart sets 
forth visually the elements of character 
which underlie success, and refers to the 
volumes and pages where material on de- 
veloping these traits can be found. 

A pamphlet, compiled and arranged by 
Mrs. Minnette C. Hair, copyrighted in 
1923, and 1928, gives outline programs 
for Circles, suggestions for club meetings, 
and titles of papers to be read. If the 
women do not wish to write their own 
papers, we understand that prepared 
papers will be supplied from headquarters. 
For all suggested topics there are assigned 
readings in the text. 

A monthly bulletin is sent to the 
Circles. 

The subject matter of Foundation 
stones of success is didactic, old-fashioned, 
moralizing and sentimental, interspersed 
with aphorisms and moral stories. It is 
suggested that these uninteresting and 
very short anecdotes, each with an ob- 
vious moral, should be read to children, 
and that thereby good traits of character 
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can be inculcated. The advice implied 
in them is not scientific and does not ac- 
cord with the most recent child psychol- 
ogy. Authorities, now, do not think that 
manners and morals can be taught by 
precept and stories. All problems are 
approached by formula, as though one 
method solves all. To show how old- 
fashioned the advice is, clothing of in- 
fants is discussed as though there were 
still a long-clothes period for modern 
babies. 

There are so many excellent trade 
books on child training that study groups 
can be organized with better books than 
this, costing much less. The government 
bulletins that are so excellent and so 
cheap are available to all women. 

We do not recommend membership in 
the Conservation League of America or 
the purchase of Foundation stones of 
success. 

History of the United States, by 
James Truslow Adams. 4v., with ten- 
year illustrated history service. New 
York, Charles Scribner’s sons, 1933. 
$39 after February 1, 1934. 

The author of this history needs no 
introduction to the American public, 
after his successful Epic of America 
(1931), and his March of democracy 
(1932-33). Although the advertising 
circulars do not indicate any connection, 
the first question which presents itself 
to the selector of books for a library is 
whether there is any relation between this 
new work and either of the previous titles. 
There is no similarity to the Epic of 
America, but a careful comparison with 
the March of democracy reveals the fact 
that with a few changes in the text the 
content is the same. The brief preface 


of the latter has been re-written, but the 
chapter headings are identical. The 
History is, however, entirely re-set, in 
larger type with better leading between 
lines, and more generous margins. The 
illustrations, a very valuable feature of 
the March of democracy, are almost 
identical with those in the History, ex- 
cept for a slight re-arrangement and re- 
wording of titles, and occasional enlarge- 
ment of excerpts from newspapers which 
makes them more legible. So far as dis- 
covered, there were only two additional 
illustrations in the History. Fortunately 
the twofold listing of illustrations has 
been abandoned which, in the March 
of democracy, separated text-cuts and 
maps from the inserted plates, called 
half-tones in volume 1 and inserts in 
volume 2, and all are combined in the 
list of illustrations, at the front of each 
of the 4 volumes. The index to the 
History at the end of volume four is a 
combination of those in each volume of 
the March of democracy, but it is entirely 
re-set, and embodies certain changes in 
detail. 

Having thus far considered the points 
of similarity of the two titles, what are 
the advantages of the History? 

First, the ten-year supplementary serv- 
ice. In general such services do not com- 
mend subscription works in our estima- 
tion because they appear to exist chiefly 
as selling points for the sets. However, 
the distinction of Mr. Adams, who has 
been definitely engaged to compile the 
annual summaries for the History, up to 
1943, disarms suspicion. A binder is 
furnished to contain the supplements. 

Second, the offset plates. Each of the 
four volumes already published contains 
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at the end 30 of these, “great scenes and 
personages of our history,” in addition 
to which are four new frontispieces, mak- 
ing a total of 124 new plates. They are 
taken from paintings of historical inci- 
dents, from print collections in the Li- 
brary of Congress and historical societies, 
and from photographs, each fully de- 
scribed in the accompanying text, and they 
furnished a wealth of material worth 
adding to any reference department’s 
index of illustrations. Each volume con- 
tains a list of its own plates, the use of 
which would be facilitated if the plates 
were numbered. 

The March of democracy is a fine li- 
brary purchase because of its extremely 
readable text and its lavish use of illustra- 
tions, including facsimiles of that form 
of source material upon which recent 
historians have increasingly _ relied, 
namely the newspaper, for its news items, 
editorials and cartoons. This same thing 
is of course true of the re-incarnation of 
the title in the History of the United 
States, and will undoubtedly apply also 
to the supplements. ‘ 

Whether the librarian wishes to sub- 
scribe to the History will depend upon 
the value put upon this continuation serv- 
ice and upon the excellent offset plates. 
The set is recommended to libraries and 
especially to private owners who do not 
have the March of democracy. 

Hoyt’s new cyclopedia of practical 
quotations. . . completely revised and 

. enlarged by Kate Louise Rob- 

erts. 354 Fourth Ave., New York, 

Funk and Wagnalls co., c1922, 1927. 

$7.50. 

The complete revision, of this well- 
known book of quotations, made by Kate 


Louise Roberts and published by Funk 
and Wagnalls in 1922, is already a very 
highly valued reference tool and is de- 
scribed in Mudge’s Guide to reference 
books, fifth edition. With a copyright 
date five years later, this most recent is- 
sue of the cyclopedia, has exactly the 
same number of pages and the same 
threefold arrangement (quotations ar- 
ranged alphabetically by general sub- 
jects, index of quoted authors, con- 
cordance to quotations). A _ diligent 
comparison of page after page revealed 
no differences between the 1922 and 

1927 issues. 

A letter to the publisher brought the 
information that a number of changes 
had been made in the text, “none really 
important. ‘Toasts’ for instance... 
has been improved and a few other minor 
matters.” The alterations in the sec- 
tion “Toasts” prove to be only three or 
four, chiefly concerned with Massachu- 
setts and Boston. So there is no need 
for a library, which has the 1922 edition, 
to buy this new issue. For libraries 
which have no Hoyt later than the 1896 
edition, and for those so unfortunate as 
to have no Hoyt at all, this latest issue is 
recommended. 

Jewish encyclopedia: a descriptive rec- 
ord of the history, religion, literature, 
and customs of the Jewish people from 
the earliest times to the present day. 
12v. 354 Fourth Ave., New York, 
Funk and Wagnalls co., 1901-06. 
Illus. pl. ports. maps 26 cm. Published 
originally at $96. 

Over 400 collaborators, among them 
many American and European scholars, 
both Jewish and non-Jewish, had a share 
in this pioneer work, the first of its kind 
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in any language. Although more than a 
quarter of a century old, it has not as 
yet been superseded in English or in any 
other language. A review therefore can- 
not be comparative but must be topical. 

The encyclopedia has a twofold scope. 
It covers everything pertaining to the 
life and lore of the Jewish people, in the 
past and present, and also treats of a 
great many non-Jewish subjects in so 
far as they have a bearing on the Jewish 
people, especially those that touch their 
religious and social life. 

The arrangement is similar to that of 
the new Encyclopaedia Britannica in that 
it contains a great number of monographs 
written by specialists, e. g., the articles on 
the Holy Scriptures, the Talmud, the 
Apocrypha and Pseudepigraphy, and on 
various theological and legal problems. 
Medieval Jewish philosophy and science 
are given adequate treatment, and there 
are many biographies of great Jewish 
personalities. There are also innumer- 
able popular headings and definitions of 
minor subjects intended for ready ref- 
erence. Of extreme importance are those 
topics which have not as yet been treated 
in books, or are only now beginning to 
receive a measure of attention, as, for 
example, folklore, Jewish customs and 
practices, and particularly the history of 
the various Jewish communities through- 
out the ages. 

There are also many articles which 
have a special interest for non-Jews. 
One may cite at random the Jewish view 
of Jesus, the articles on the crusades, on 
Alexander the Great; etc., etc. Of added 
interest to the articles on Biblical char- 
acters are the legends about them found 
in Jewish post-biblical, Christian and 


Mohammedan sources, a feature one 
looks for in vain in the non-Jewish Bibli- 
cal dictionaries. 

Naturally we miss in this encyclopedia 
discussions of recent Jewish history, re- 
cent progress in Jewish colonization and 
general contemporary social activities of 
the Jews; also biographies of prominent 
Jews of today and modern Hebrew and 
Yiddish literature. 

As an American publication, the en- 
cyclopedia places sufficient emphasis on 
subjects which have a special appeal to the 
Jews of the United States. A novelty in 
this respect is the inclusion of extensive 
genealogies of American Jewish families. 

It is to be regretted that plans for a 
general index failed to materialize and so 
an important tool for additional reference 
is not available, especially since cross- 
references and see also references are not 
too numerous. The limitations are par- 
ticularly evident in the bibliographies. 
When the encyclopedia was in process of 
preparation, Jewish scholarship, Ameri- 
can and English, was still in its infancy. 
Now it rivals that in Germany and Aus- 
tria. Most of the articles and books cited 
in the bibliographies are either obsolete 
and superseded or may now be replaced by 
English publications. 

The outside appearance is rather at- 
tractive. The typography in double 
columns is neat, the coated paper is of 
fair quality, and the illustrations are well 
chosen. The average number of pages 
in a volume is about 700. 

In the last few years there began to 
appear two Jewish encyclopedias in Ger- 
man: 1) Jiidisches Lexikon, edited by 
Dr. Georg Herlitz in 5 volumes (1927- 
1930)—a more popular reference book 
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with many short subjects, of importance 

for current Jewish topics. Of a much 

more ambitious nature is 2) Encyclo- 
pedia Judaica, of which nine volumes have 

appeared to date (A-Kimchi. 1928-32). 

The monograph feature is here empha- 

sized but also many obscure topics that 

could not be included in a popular work. 

Despite its shortcomings, due to age 
and bibliographical defects, the Jewish 
encyclopedia is a very valuable work of 
reference in any type of public or private 
library. It is recommended. 

Modern encyclopedia, a new library of 
world knowledge, complete in one vol- 
ume. Illustrated with nearly 1200 
drawings made expressly for this work ; 


ed. by A. H. McDannald, B.L., 
editor-in-chief, the Encyclopedia 
Americana. lv., 1327 pages. 50 W. 


47th St., New York, Wm. H. Wise 

and co., 1933. illus. por. $3.50. 

This is an attractive, well printed vol- 
ume, embracing, it is claimed, 22,000 
articles, and including 1200 line draw- 
ings. It has been compiled by the staff 
of the Encyclopedia Americana, but is 
new material, not a condensation of the 
latter. The articles are interestingly 
written and clearly presented. The il- 
lustrations are well drawn, clearly 
printed, and well chosen for usefulness. 
The volume is accompanied by the 
Modern Atlas of the World, a strongly 
bound pamphlet containing 32 pages of 
clearly printed, well colored maps, 5x6 
inches each. 

This volume is sold in the bookstores 
as a trade item at $3.50, but it is also sold 
by direct mail advertising for the same 
price, which brings it into our field. The 
advertising is attractive and dignified al- 


though we were amused by the ambitious 
heading “an outline of everything from 
A to Z in one volume.” The advertising 
literature includes an illustrated pamphlet 
describing the Seven Wonders of the 
World, which will make a useful addi- 
tion to library pamphlet files. 

This one-volume encyclopedia is an 
interesting experiment in publishing, since 
it is the first one-volume handbook we 
have seen in which the information is 
arranged in straight alphabetic encyclo- 
pedic order. Other one-volume hand- 
books or encyclopedias, such as the New 
century book of facts, the Volume library, 
and the Lincoln library of essential in- 
formation (all reviewed in the Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin, January, 1930), 
have had a classed arrangement, more or 
less systematic; and have many tables 
and charts. Of these the Lincoln library 
has been the most useful and is the best 
indexed; and therefore is the publica- 
tion with which we compare the 
Modern encyclopedia. The Lincoln li- 
brary includes almost twice as much ma- 
terial but is not so conveniently arranged, 
so that, in spite of the excellent index, 
information is not so easily found. When 
found, however, there is usually a fuller 
presentation of the subject. We com- 
pared sections Pa in both volumes and 
found that the Lincoln library contained 
376 entries, and the Modern library 249 
entries. Of these entries, 108 are identi- 
cal. Since the selection of subjects is 
quite different, neither volume can sup- 
plant the other. The Modern encyclo- 
pedia, which at $3.50 is considerably 
lower in price, is not nearly so useful. 

Librarians have felt the need of a dic- 
tionary with definitions so simply ex- 





A listing in this Bulletin does not 








pre 
exp 
wit 
of 1 


test 
anc 
Pai 
smz 


Ce 


Afi 
eve 
wh 
loo! 
anc 
the 
not 
dici 
icai 
by 

ped 
int 
clo, 
cist 
art 
anc 
too 
an 


wh 
cyc 
tio! 
of 1 
ful 
kin 
no 

no} 
ver 
are 
oth 
be 


less 








ious 
rom 
sing 
hlet 
the 
idi- 











January, 1934 13 





pressed that a person of slight reading 
experience can be enlightened by them 
without having to look up the meanings 
of words used to define the first one. We 
tested this encyclopedia with that in mind 
and found the following definition of 
Painted Lady or Thistle Butterfly: “The 
small Vanessa-like Pyrameis cardui of 
Ceylon, which has spread as far north 
as Iceland, to N. America, S$. America, 
Africa and Australia—in short, to wher- 
ever thistles grow.” The adult reader of 
whom we are thinking would have to 
look up Vanessa, Pyrameis and cardui, 
and no one of these words was found in 
the Modern encyclopedia itself. We did 
not find them in Webster’s collegiate 
dictionary nor in the Encyclopedia A mer- 
icana. In other words, to be enlightened 
by this article in the Modern encyclo- 
pedia, we had to refer to Webster’s new 
international dictionary or to the Ency- 
clopaedia Britannica. This is not a criti- 
cism of the Modern encyclopedia, for its 
articles as a rule are clear and concise, 
and it was planned as a handy reference 
tool for the literate reader rather than 
an aid to the almost illiterate. 

The question immediately arises 
whether a one-volume alphabetical en- 
cyclopedia is to be substituted for a dic- 
tionary of the same size. ‘The editors 
of the Modern encyclopedia have success- 
fully distinguished between these two 
kinds of reference books. They include 
no pronunciation, no derivation of words, 
nor do they include adjectives, adverbs, 
verbs and the more common nouns. There 
are many biographies, place names and 
other entries under proper nouns not to 
be expected in a dictionary. There is 
less of definition and more presentation 


of historical and critical information. In 
fact, the book is in no way a substitute 
for a dictionary, but is a most successfully 
condensed small encyclopedia in which 
the omission of needed cross references 
to related material is the most serious de- 
fect. Its very reasonable price should 
insure its ready sale. It, with its ac- 
companying small atlas, should, with a 
desk dictionary, make a handy group of 
quick reference tools. It cannot be con- 
sidered essential in any library, where all 
its information will be included in the 
larger dictionaries and encyclopedias ; but 
it is recommended for home use. 
Mother’s encyclopedia, comp. and ed. 
by the editors of The Parents’ Maga- 
zine. 4v. 114 E. 32nd St., New York, 

Home and School Book Service, c1933. 

Premium. 

These four small volumes of about 230 
pages each were compiled and published as 
a service to subscribers for the Parents’ 
Magazine and are given free to any one 
who subscribes to the magazine for three 
years at the regular three-year price of 
$6.00. 

The material included is written to 
answer all the problems of mothers of 
children “from the crib to college.” It 
consists of articles “which have appeared 
in the Parents’ Magazine, condensed and 
edited wherever necessary.” The articles 
are signed and the contributors are listed, 
but no address or institutional connection 
is given for about 30 of them. 

It is necessary to use the index in the 
fourth volume to find any subject, as 
the alphabetic arrangement of subjects 
is very inadequate. Such subjects as 
Baby’s things, Cooperative mothering, 
Gardening at three, Good looks for 
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children, Grandparents who interfere, 

Mother’s job, Position in the family, and 

Youthful chivalry are given an alpha- 

betical entry. 

The index directs one to the main head- 
ing of a section instead of to the specific 
page where material is found, for ex- 
ample, Running Away—See Dangers 
Every Child Must Meet, vol. 1, p. 188 
—(definite reference is on page 196). 

The same is true of Mantoux test, 
Schick test, Rabies, etc. Entries in the 
index under Rejection and Manipulation 
could not be located in the articles re- 
ferred to. Sex determination, in the 
index, refers to Family size. 

The weakness of the set lies in the fact 
that four small volumes can not possibly 
give satisfactory information on the sub- 
jects included. ‘The treatment of the 
subjects is decidedly journalistic instead 
of encyclopedic. No bibliographies are 
included, nor references to further read- 
ing on any of the subjects treated. 

In view of the fact that there are so 
many excellent books and pamphlets now 
available on the subjects treated in this 
set, it is not recommended for purchase 
by libraries or individuals. 

Practical electricity. 

See review of Applied electricity in 
this issue. 

University series: highlights of modern 
knowledge. 40v. 468 4th Ave., New 
York, University Society, c1931-32. 
illus. Public libraries will be permitted 
to buy individual books at the follow- 
ing prices: paper bound, 75c net each, 
no discount; cloth, $1.46 net each. 

In July, 1932, we reviewed the first 
8 volumes of this series. Four additional 
volumes have been received for review 


and we are interested in publishing 
further notes upon the series as these 
books present the much needed simple 
treatment of scientific subjects; and are 
well suited to the needs of the interested 
reader lacking scientific training. They 
are admirable in their intention, author- 
ity and general attractiveness of make-up. 
Since each is by a different author, they 
are unequal in presentation and we there- 
fore review each separately. 

Space, time and relativity, the Einstein 
universe, by H. Horton Sheldon, pro- 
fessor of physics at New York University. 

The author has been science editor 
of the New York Herald Tribune, as 
well as professor of physics at New York 
University, and has also written Outline 
of science (1929), and Television 
(1928). He here gives us another book 
for the layman who wishes a layman’s 
understanding of the Einstein theories. 
He begins by acquainting the reader with 
Albert Einstein in a short biographical 
sketch of the great genius. The rest of 
the book presents the subject matter 
in a very readable and concise manner, 
giving an understanding of the physical 
principles and conclusions of Einstein’s 
theories without involvement in the com- 
plicated mathematics thereof. By simple 
diagrams and homely illustrations he 
also makes clear that which is usually 
presented in mathematical terms so com- 
plicated that it is commonly said that not 
over six men in the entire world are 
capable of mastering the subject. 

Energy and matter, building blocks of 
the universe, by Charles B. Bazzoni, 
professor of experimental physics, Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania. 

The author of this book is a well- 
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known experimenter in the field of 
atomic physics and author of Textbook 
of physics (1920), Kernels of the universe 
(1927), Matter and energy (1931). 
This volume, like the others in the series, 
is presented in simple concise form, with 
its outstanding facts reviewed at the 
chapter endings. It attempts to give the 
layman, without the use of mathematics, 
an understanding picture of what goes 
to make up his world, namely energy and 
matter. The author briefly and under- 
standingly reviews the earliest theories, 
and carries the reader’s interest from 
them through the work and conclusions 
of outstanding scientists on the subjects, 
up to and including our most recent 
knowledge and theories, such as the work 
of Millikan, Jeans and Einstein, ac- 
quainting the reader with the much dis- 
cussed theories of relativity, neutron and 
cosmic rays. 

The races of man, differentiation and 
dispersal of man, by Robert Bean, pro- 
fessor of anatomy, University of Virginia. 

This is a most direct presentation of 
physical anthropology. It begins with a 
general survey describing the methods 
used by the anthropologists and includes 
a brief view of historic people, the natural 
history of man, the evolution of special 
attributes in man, and race movements; 
and ends with tables showing the move- 
ments of races and the ages of geologic 
periods and of the races of man. It is 
excellent for brief review for students or 
other readers who are somewhat fa- 
miliar with the subject, but is too tech- 
nical for most beginners. 

The smallest living things, life as re- 
vealed by the microscope, by Gary N. 
Calkins, professor of protozoology, Co- 


lumbia University and at the Marine 
biological laboratory. 

This volume, describing as it does the 
little known science of protistology, repre- 
sents the most difficult achievement of the 
whole series, and a quotation from the 
author best describes what has been at- 
tempted: 

“In preparing the manuscript for this 
book of the Series, I have tried to avoid, 
as far as possible, all strictly technical 
matters which do not carry their own 
explanations. I have taken advantage of 
this opportunity, however, to put into 
print for the first time a point of view 
which may come as a shock to most 
protozoologists and may cause many pro- 
tests. I refer to the transfer of all 
chlorophyll-bearing flagellates from the 
classification of Protozoa to the botanical 
classification of Algae. This procedure 
is due to no sudden whim on my part to 
give novelty and originality to the book, 
but is the result of careful consideration 
and full conviction and has been taught 
for several years in my class work, 

“The little book is a brief survey of a 
vast field of living things which are un- 
noticed by and are practically unknown 
to the average person. It is not a cata- 
logue of minute forms of animal and plant 
life, nor is it a guide to the fascinating 
mysteries revealed by the microscope; 
rather it is written as a basis for reflection 
on some of the fundamental problems 
concerned with the mechanisms and 
activities of living substances. It takes 
for granted the exclamations and super- 
ficial delights of the first few hours with 
a microscope with its revelations of kalei- 
doscopic movements, colors, and forms, 
and invites the reader to look beyond these 
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to the meaning of it all.” 

The many footnotes in the book are 
necessary to define the very difficult term. 
that must be employed in an exposition of 
this science. 

There is an index in each book, with 
pronunciations, in which asterisks de- 
note illustrations. A glossary defines 
those terms which either are not explained 
in the text or are explained once and used 
again several pages beyond. Each author 
has prepared suggestions for further read- 
ing, excellent bibliographies, with short 
book notes. All volumes are well illus- 
trated. 

All the books of this series so far ex- 
amined are recommended. ‘They have 
been found very useful as interesting and 
readable introductions to subjects often 
presented in books too formidable for the 
person of no scientific training. They 
all have vitality and simplicity, the two 
qualities found essential for interesting 
adults of limited reading ability. Their 
attractive appearance and wealth of il- 
lustrations add to their value. 

World today. 
See Encyclopaedia Fritannica in 
this issue. 





UTHORITY is given to reprint any re- 
view in full, but not to quote any 
review in part except with the permis- 
sion of the American Library Associa- 
tion. No pronouncements made in this 
Bulletin can be considered official pro- 
nouncements of the American Library 
Association. Official pronouncements are 
made so only by formal vote of the 
Executive Board, Council, or member- 
ship of the association. Obviously no 
such action has been secured or sought in 
matters pertaining to the evaluation of 
subscription books. No opinion ex- 
pressed herein can therefore be cited as 
“an official endorsement” of the Amer- 
ican Library Association. 











Subscription Books 
Committee 

The committee members listed on the 
cover page are as of 1932-33, as these 
members are responsible for the contents 
of this issue. The committee for 1933- 
34, newly appointed, is composed of the 
following: May Wood Wigginton, 
chairman, Readers Adviser, Denver 
(Colo) Public Library; Helen Camp- 
bell Baird, secretary, Bibliographical 
Committee, Minneapolis (Minn) Pub- 
lic Library; Margaret Jean Clay, 
Librarian, Victoria (B. C., Canada) 
Public Library; Harriet Dickson, Chil- 
dren’s Librarian, Houston (Tex) Pub- 
lic Library; Mary Eastwood, Head, 
Book Information Section, State Li- 
brary, Albany (N. Y.) ; Leslie T. Little, 
Librarian, Waltham (Mass) Public 
Library; Miriam D. Tompkins, Asso- 
ciate Professor, Library School, Emory 
University (Ga) ; Winifred Ver Nooy, 
Head, Reference Department, Univer- 
sity of Chicago ; Gilbert O. Ward, Tech- 
nical Librarian, Cleveland (Ohio) 
Public Library ; Eunice Wead, Assistant 
Professor Library Science, University 
of Michigan, Ann Arbor (Mich). 


An issue devoted entirely to diction- 
aries is being planned for some time this 
year. Mary Lee Hall has undertaken 
the preliminary work of assembling the 
material for examination. A part of the 
evaluation and recommendation will be 
based upon grading of vocabulary and 
usefulness with various reading abilities. 


All issues of the Subscription Books 
Bulletin, sixteen in number, are still 
in print, and are available at a single 
copy rate to replace lost or worn copies. 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 





VOL 


Ta 
Mic 
Ma: 


